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By Jo Han Sayson, 
PHLV Radio

LAS VEGAS — Fil-Am Civic Ac-
tion International (FACAI), a Las Ve-
gas-based nonprofit dedicated to ed-
ucation, cultural preservation, civic 
engagement, and humanitarian ser-
vice, crowned the 2027 Fil-Am Nevada 
USA Pageant winners Saturday night 
at Sam’s Town Live, marking one of 
the organization’s most vibrant cultural 
showcases to date.

The pageant, skillfully directed by Fil-
ipino fashion advocate Alexis Somers, 
delivered a night that blended specta-
cle with substance. Somers ensured 
the production carried not only pag-
eant glitz but deeper cultural meaning, 
weaving FACAI’s mission of communi-
ty upliftment into every segment.

A highlight of the evening was the 
National Costume competition, where 
contestants presented intricate en-
sembles inspired by Philippine histo-
ry, regional traditions, and indigenous 
craftsmanship. The segment, which 
also earned its own special award, un-
derscored FACAI’s commitment to pre-
serving Filipino heritage and educating 
younger generations through cultural 
expression. The Evening Gown seg-
ment drew thunderous applause, with 
contestants showcasing elegance, 
confidence, and artistry that captivated 
the audience.

Additional awards were present-
ed across categories, including Best 
in Production, Casual Wear, National 
Costume, and other division-specific 
recognitions celebrating creativity, per-
formance, and stage presence.

FACAI President Ron Sumbang wel-
comed attendees, emphasizing the 
organization’s role in strengthening 
Filipino-American identity and civic 
participation in Nevada. Executive Di-
rector Dr. Philip Paleracio delivered 
remarks highlighting FACAI’s mission 
to promote education, economic em-
powerment, cultural pride, civic en-
gagement, and humanitarian outreach. 
FACAI Foundation President Atty. Bing 
Longakit reinforced the organization’s 
philanthropic work, noting that events 
like the pageant help sustain programs 
supporting youth, seniors, families, and 
underserved communities.

This year’s crowned queens are:
• Agnes Dockery — Senior Winner
• Richel Ann Farrales — Mrs. Win-

ner
• Maria Pacturan — Teens Winner
• Anne Valin — Miss Winner

• Mary Blaire Abarquez — Mrs. Ele-
gance Winner

The coronation drew families, com-
munity leaders, and supporters, rein-
forcing FACAI’s vision of empowering 
Filipino-American women to serve as 
ambassadors of culture, leadership, 
and civic action.

Additional information on the pageant 
is available at www.filamcivicaction.org. 
For more photos See Section C Spe-
cial Coverage section News in Photos 
ni Kuya Sol and for full coverage pho-
tos by scanning the QR code:
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SC dismissal draws ‘firewall’ around 
Senate impeachment court – Tongol
MANILA, Oct 1 (Mabuhay) --  The 

Supreme Court’s dismissal of challeng-
es to the Senate impeachment court’s 
voting rule has drawn a “definitive fire-
wall” around the chamber’s indepen-
dence in trying the case against Vice 
President Sara Duterte, the court’s 
spokesperson said Wednesday.

“By junking these challenges, the 
Highest Court has drawn a definitive 
firewall around the independence of 
the Senate as an Impeachment Court, 
confirming that its proceedings cannot 
be held hostage by premature judicial 
meddling or collateral litigation,” lawyer 
Regie Tongol said. 

Tongol issued the statement after 
the Supreme Court en banc dismissed 
separate petitions filed by Victor Rodri-
guez, Berteni Cataluña Causing, and 
lawyer Ernesto Francisco Jr., question-
ing the impeachment court’s Sept. 23 
ruling on the constitutional two-thirds 
voting threshold.

He said the petitions were dismissed 
on procedural grounds, specifically 
lack of standing and prematurity.

The dismissal on those grounds did 
not constitute a substantive Supreme 
Court determination of whether the 
Senate impeachment court’s interpre-
tation of the two-thirds requirement is 
constitutionally correct.

Tongol, however, said the impeach-
ment court views the action as leaving 
its Sept. 23 ruling intact and allowing 
the trial to proceed without disruption 
from the dismissed cases.

“The Impeachment Court’s Septem-

ber 23 ruling stands undisturbed and 
shall continue to perform its constitu-
tional mandate to solely try and decide 
the impeachment case before it without 
unnecessary stalling or external dis-
tractions,” he said.

Under the Sept. 23 ruling, the con-
stitutional two-thirds requirement will 
be computed based on senators who 
remain legally and factually capable 
of participating when judgment is ren-
dered, instead of automatically fixing 
the number needed for conviction at 16 
based on a 24-member Senate.

The impeachment court adopted 
the interpretation by a 13-1 vote, with 
six senator-judges not participating. 
The ruling also specified circumstanc-
es in which senators may be excluded 
from the denominator, including le-
gal restraint, detention or suspension, 
physical or medical incapacity, or being 
beyond the Senate’s coercive process-
es.

Senate President Sherwin 
Gatchalian earlier stressed that the 
ruling did not change the constitution-
al requirement of a two-thirds vote but 
addressed which senators should form 
the voting base when some are unable 
to participate.

Before the petitions were resolved, 
Gatchalian said the impeachment tri-
al would continue under the Sept. 23 
rule unless the Supreme Court issued 
a temporary restraining order.

Tongol said the dismissal removes 
those challenges as obstacles to con-
tinuing the proceedings. (MNS)

SC junks petitions vs impeachment 
court’s vote rule

MANILA, Oct 1 (Mabuhay) --  The 
Supreme Court (SC) on Tuesday dis-
missed three petitions questioning the 
Senate impeachment court’s interpre-
tation of the two-thirds vote required to 
convict in an impeachment case.

In a statement, the SC said the en 
banc junked the petitions of Victor D. 
Rodriguez, Berteni Cataluña Caus-
ing, and Atty. Ernesto B. Francisco Jr. 
“based on procedural grounds such 
as lack of standing and prematurity, 
among others. 

On Sept. 23, the Senate impeach-
ment court ruled that the phrase “all the 
Members of the Senate” under Article 
XI, Section 3(6) of the Constitution re-
fers only to senators who are legally 
and actually able to participate in the 
impeachment proceedings at the time 
of the vote.

Rodriguez argued that the impeach-
ment court effectively amended the 
Constitution by adding a qualification 
not found in its text. 

He asked the SC to nullify the ruling 

and declare that any change to Article 
XI, Section 3(6) must go through the 
constitutional process for amendment 
or revision. He also sought a temporary 
restraining order (TRO) against imple-
mentation of the ruling.

For his part, Causing argued that 
senators who remain in office should 
still be counted even if they are in hid-
ing, detained, or medically unable to 
attend, asking for the issuance of a sta-
tus quo ante order (SQAO) and/or TRO 
to stop any final vote on Vice President 
Sara Z. Duterte’s conviction. 

He also sought to compel Senators 
Jose “Jinggoy” Estrada Jr., Rodante 
Marcoleta, and Ronald “Bato” dela 
Rosa to participate in the impeachment 
trial and the Senate to take the neces-
sary steps to secure their attendance.

Francisco similarly argued that be-
cause the Constitution provides for 
a 24- member Senate, conviction re-
quires the concurrence of at least 16 
senator-judges. (MNS)



4 Philippine Times - Southern NevadaA- OCTOBER 5, 2026 ISSUE



5Philippine Times - Southern Nevada A-OCTOBER 5, 2026 ISSUE



6 Philippine Times - Southern NevadaA- OCTOBER 5, 2026 ISSUE



7Philippine Times - Southern Nevada A-OCTOBER 5, 2026 ISSUE

By Jasminemarie Soller, LMT, NVMT#11598



8 Philippine Times - Southern NevadaA- OCTOBER 5, 2026 ISSUE



OCTOBER 5, 2026 ISSUE



Philippine Times - Southern Nevada OCTOBER 5, 2026 ISSUE2B-

Marian Rivera ‘grateful and hum-
bled’ to be named EdukCircle’s 

Most Influential Celebrity
MANILA, Sept 28 (Mabuhay) -- 

EdukCircle named Marian Rivera as its 
Most Influential Celebrity for 2026.

On Instagram, the Kapuso Prime-
time Queen celebrated the recognition 
and shared photos from when she re-
ceived the award.

“Truly grateful and humbled to be 
recognized as one of The EdukCircle’s 
Most Influential Celebrity of the year,” 
she wrote.

“To be given a platform is already 
a blessing, but to know that somehow 
I’m able to inspire and make a positive 
difference means so much more,” she 
added.

In 2025, Marian was also given the 
same award alongside her husband, 
Dingdong Dantes.

EdukCircle is an academic orga-
nization that offers training programs 
and seminars to support professional 
development in communication and 
other fields.

In August, Marian marked her 42nd 
birthday by spending time with children 
from Smile Train Philippines, describ-

ing the celebration as one of the most 

meaningful ways for her to celebrate 
another year.

Marian and Dingdong are set to 
star in the upcoming film “Remember.” 
(MNS)



3Philippine Times - Southern Nevada B-OCTOBER 5, 2026 ISSUE

GENDERS IN SPORTS
The ongoing controversy, which 

started fifty years ago, about men and 
transgender people in women’s sports 
appears to be a dilemma not only in the 
United States but around the world, in-
cluding the Philippines. While brilliant 
leaders in society and in the govern-
ment seem to be at a stalemate, and 
the equitable solution manifests as un-
attainable, I personally think that, using 
common sense, the just remedy is sim-
ple and clear, staring us in the face.

The debate surrounding the inclusion 
of transgender athletes in sports has 
become one of the most complex and 
polarizing issues in modern athletics. 
At its core, the conversation pits two 
fundamental values against each oth-
er: inclusivity for transgender individu-
als and competitive fairness for cisgen-
der athletes, particularly in women’s 
sports.

Science indicates that male puberty 
confers significant biological advan-
tages, such as greater bone density, 
muscle mass, and lung capacity, which 
are not fully erased by subsequent hor-
mone replacement therapy.

Conversely, forcing transgender 
women to compete in the men’s cate-
gory invalidates their identity and caus-
es severe psychological distress. To 
bridge this divide, creating a third, ded-
icated category for transgender and 
non-binary athletes offers a pragmatic 
compromise that preserves competi-
tive fairness while guaranteeing inclu-
sion.

First and foremost, a third catego-
ry protects the integrity and safety of 
women’s sports. The female category 
was originally established to ensure 
that women could compete, win, and 
secure opportunities—such as athletic 
scholarships—without being overshad-
owed by the male physiological advan-
tages.

The pragmatic solution I am suggest-

ing for this 50-year-old dilemma is the 
creation of a new category for trans-
gender athletes.

Misguided and dangerous
A segment of modern society, seem-

ingly oblivious of history, is favoring so-
cialism, Marxism, and communism over 
democracy. The bait of various free-
bies (free housing, child care, health-
care (Medicare), education, transpor-
tation, etc.) appears to be effective in 
attracting these misguided people who 
feel they are entitled to all these, and 
more. But where will the trillion of dol-
lars come from? Are these material 
things worth sacrificing freedom and 
democracy we are enjoying in the Unit-
ed States today? My answer, is, an em-
phatic No! If some people are not com-
fortable and unhappy with our system 
of government in America, they should 
move out and live in a socialist/Marxist/
communist country of their choice: Chi-
na, Cuba, North Korea, Vietnam, Vene-
zuela, Spain, etc.

While victims of those oppressive and 
collapsing nations around the globe are 
escaping to the United States to run 
away from despotism and tyranny and 
enjoy freedom in a genuine American 
democracy, many mentally disjointed 
Americans, a majority of whom are 
Gen Zs and Millennials, are embracing 
idiocy to abolish the Police, ICE, na-
tional borders, and government, as we 
know it. This is the height of stupidity, 
to say the least. Thank God, we do not 
see this degree of lunacy in the Philip-
pines.

Hot drinks and cancer
A large new study from the UK re-

veals that drinking hot beverages “was 
associated with a threefold higher risk 
of developing esophageal squamous 
cell carcinoma (ESCC) than consum-
ing warm beverages.”

If the link is causal, consuming bev-
erages “hot” instead of “very hot” could 

prevent an estimated 14% of new 
ESCC cases, or 440 cancers each year 
in the UK, researchers reported.

“The study of nearly 1 million people 
is consistent with previous research 
from countries such as Iran and Chi-
na, where ESCC is much more com-
mon, and with the International Agency 
for Research on Cancer classification 
of beverages consumed above 65 °C 
(149 °F) as “probably carcinogenic” to 
humans based on limited epidemiolog-
ic and experimental evidence.” – MS

 Kratom: new killer
Kratom (Mitragyna speciosa), which 

contains more than 40 chemical com-
pounds, alkaloids, is a tropical ever-
green tree native to Southeast Asia 
and has been used in traditional med-
icine for centuries. It was in the late 
20th century (1980s, 1990s) when im-
migrants brought it to the United States 
and Europe.

Kratom mimics opioids in larger dos-
es and can cause severe, life-threat-
ening adverse reactions, especially 
among children. Symptoms include 
seizures, severe agitation, tremors, 
hallucinations, tachycardia, spike in 
blood pressure, slowed breathing, and 
comas.

This deadly “all-energy, all-natural 
booster,” as it is deceptively advertised, 
comes in bright, sweet-flavored pack-
aging sold at gas stations, where adults 
and teens get them.  Very dangerous 
to pregnant women and their babies.

It might sound ridiculous, but at the 
national level in the United States, Kra-
tom remains federally legal to possess 
and buy, and is not listed as a controlled 

substance. My question is why?
Killer substances with medicinal use 

must be completely banned in public 
and legally allowed only for medical 
use. We already have too many dan-
gerous, deadly substances around; leg-
islators do not have to approve more. 
Look at what happened to recreational 
marijuana. More and more clinical data 
and studies are showing various health 
hazards among users, their families, 
and the people around them.

Drugs have been known to destroy 
empires, nations, and people. Let us 
learn from history; otherwise we shall 
be doomed to repeat it, and this time 
around, labelled “stupid” also on our 
tombstone.

Diagnosing Dengue
Recognizing and diagnosing dengue 

in the United States is not an easy task 
because it is rare and mimics other vi-
ral infections like Zika and chikungun-
ya. Diagnostic tests help in the diagno-
sis.

In the Philippines, even a medical in-
tern could smell it miles away. Filipino 
physicians almost always clinch the 
diagnosis even before blood test con-
firmation arrives. There are now about 
2,008 cases of dengue in the 40 juris-
dictions of the United States, with Flor-
ida ranking first with a record-break-
ing outbreak. There is one confirmed 
death.

While there is no specific direct treat-
ment for dengue, the supportive man-
agement available today here and in 
the Philippines results in over 99 per-
cent success and recovery with early 
diagnosis.

Caring for a family member or relative? 
Understand the special tax rules

Family members who are paid to take care of a loved one may have tax re-
sponsibilities. This depends on whether they are considered an employee or 
provide their services as their own business.

Let’s go over the special rules of being a family caregiver.
When a caregiver is considered an employee

A caregiver is someone who performs in-home services for elderly or dis-
abled individuals. Generally, they are considered an employee and the person 
being cared for is considered the employer. This could make them responsible 
for employment taxes. However, there are some cases when the employer 
may not owe employment taxes. Some examples are when the caregiver is:

Their spouse
Their child under the age of 21
Their parent, unless an exception applies
An employee who is under the age of 18 at any time during the year, unless 

an exception applies
It’s important to know that even if they don’t owe employment taxes, they are 

still required to report the caregiver’s compensation on Form W-2. See Table 
1, “Do You Need to Pay Employment Taxes” on page 5 of Publication 926, 
Household Employer’s Tax Guide, for more information.

When a caregiver isn’t considered an employee
Sometimes, caregivers aren’t considered employees, but they are still re-

quired to report the compensation as income on their Form 1040 or 1040-SR. 
They may also be required to pay self-employment tax depending on the facts 
and circumstances.

Here are some examples of when a family member caregiver typically 
wouldn’t owe a self-employment tax:

If a family member caregiver is paid by an insurance company to take care 
of their spouse. The taxpayer would still be required to report the income 
though.

If a family member caregiver received income from a state agency to care 
for their grandchildren so their daughter could work. Again, the taxpayer would 
still be required to report any income.

When self-employment tax may apply
If the caregiver is engaged in a trade or business providing care services, 

they would be required to pay self-employment tax. For example:
A caregiver received income from a state agency to care for their grand-

mother, and they operate a sole proprietorship adult day-care business for 
multiple clients, including their grandmother, in their home. The taxpayer would 
owe self-employment tax since the taxpayer is engaged in a trade or business 
of providing care giving services as a sole proprietor operator of an adult day 
care. The taxpayer must report the full amount of the payment as income on 
both Schedule C and Schedule SE.
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Curious? Call today for your Appraisal and 

FIND OUT WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH!FIND OUT WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH!
WHEN YOU WORK WITH US, 
YOU’LL RECEIVE:
• Experienced, Attentive Service
• Las Vegas Market Expertise
• Unbiased Appraisal of Your Home
• Personalized Sales Plan Based on Your Goals
• Staging and Professional Photos 

to Show Your Home at its Best
• Listed on Over 24 Websites
• Unparalleled Network of REALTORS® 

and Many Other Professionals

Don’t go it alone. Call today for your  instant

FREE ADVANCED HOME VALUATION
Mark McGarry, REALTOR®

702.224.2288
www.ExpRealty.com

Lic #S.0166934

FREE ADVANCED HOME VALUATIONFREE ADVANCED HOME VALUATION
Mark McGarry, REALTOR®Mark McGarry, REALTOR®

702.224.2288
www.ExpRealty.comwww.ExpRealty.com

Lic #S.0166934Lic #S.0166934

List Your House with Us and We’ll
PAY FOR YOUR MOVEPAY FOR YOUR MOVE

This is not intended to solicit a currently listed home. 
Information is deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.

Scan here 
to get 

started
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Award-winning Author / Journalist 
Carlos Palanca Awardee & Professional Host/Emcee

Humor and Heart with Nurse Even

What an unforgettable night it was meeting the world-famous John Steven So-
riano, a UK-based nurse and content creator popularly known as Nurse Even, 
who has dominated various social media sites with his wit, humor and heart! I 
would like to thank  my dear friend and our beloved Doctor Homer Tuazon and 
Apollo Medical Group for always getting me to serve as the master of ceremonies 
of his many shows and concert productions! I have been doing this many years 
with him but this night with Nurse Even, “This is Bullshift” was not your regular 
comedy show. It elicited laughter and applause from the audience, but somehow, 
it opened my eyes to the strife of Filipinos working abroad ~ to give their families 
a better life. While Nurse Even was the funniest person I have ever met, able to 
make good fun of even the smallest antics of his audience, turning everything 
into comedy, his skits brought the spotlight on Mental Health awareness, espe-
cially Anxiety and Depression. Call me condescending, but all my life I have 
been bound to my duties, that I have not allowed myself to feel sad. Of course 
many times I have felt sad and even fearful; with every single trial that has come 
my way and which through God’s grace I have overcome. I frown upon this new 
generation of “entitled” people who whine at the smallest inconvenience, to the 
more extreme ones who use their anxiety and depression to murder their inno-
cent children and then use their treatable mental health issues to get away with it 
and even raise money! While I had always been so tough on myself, I am aware 
of reasons why I am feeling a certain way. As in life and medicine, I believe that 
prevention is always far better than cure, and that in order to fully address what 
is wrong, you would need to know what exactly it is so that you can apply the 
right solution. Thus, proactively advocating for yourself and wanting to get better 
for me is the first and best step to healing. Some people perhaps just do not want 
to get better so that they will always have an excuse, and oftentimes, people who 
want things the easy way would rather blame their lives and circumstances to 
excuses, instead of going down the daunting and lonely path of finding the right 
and lasting solution. Holding ourselves accountable - be it at work, finances, life 
goals, health or family is the best route but is also often the road less traveled. 

This is Bullshift: the most toxic shift show in Las Vegas featuring world-class Fil-
ipino comedian based in the UK, Nurse Even, was a sold-out success! Nurse Even 
is a real-life nurse who began creating content sometime during the pandemic 
and thus began growing his following. Today, he has become so popular that his 
shows around the globe have sold out! He has recently completed the Las Vegas 
tour of his show and will be touring in several more States before heading to Can-
ada next! I think he is doing a very splendid job representing our Filipino health-
care professionals, especially nurses, and giving us a voice while making light 
of the various issues that people within the challenging profession often face. 
Mabuhay ka Nurse Even, stay humble and wonderful! We wish you more years 
of success, and more tours. Keep making us Filipinos around the globe proud!  

Congratulations, Nurse Even! Stay humble!   
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Bela Padilla confirms breakup 
with Martin Tan

MANILA, Sept 28 (Mabuhay) -- Bela 
Padilla has confirmed her breakup with 
tech CEO Martin Tan, saying they have 
decided to move forward separately af-
ter several months together. 

The actress shared the news on 
September 27, describing it as a “quick 
life update.”  

Before revealing their breakup, Bela 
looked back on how people had wel-
comed her relationship and celebrated 
whenever she found love. 

“I feel extremely lucky that every 
time love finds me, you all seem genu-
inely happy for me. Maybe it’s because 
I share what I can, and you’ve some-
how come to know me as your friend 
who falls in love, gets heartbroken, and 
who you sometimes want to hug, scold, 
or grab a beer and cry with. Or maybe 
it’s because my movies have made us 
all believe in love a little bit again.” 

The actress accompanied her mes-
sage with a photo and video of mo-
ments she shared with Martin, including 
one of them holding hands while walk-
ing and another showing them spend-
ing time together as they looked at an 
art piece. 

“Martin and I have been dating for 
the past few months, and this was 
the first relationship where I was truly 
swept off my feet. We share the same 
love for films, food markets, our work, 
and, most of all, genuinely being to-
gether,” she said.  

The actress explained that she ini-
tially chose to keep the relationship pri-
vate because it was the one where she 
felt “most like and unlike” herself. 

She added: “I’m writing this because 
we all enjoyed the videos of us in the 
legazpi market. We all saw a new cou-
ple, a bit shy and awkward. But what 
you never got a glimpse of is us having 
the best and also hardest days for a 
couple of months now.” 

While Bela did not go into detail 
about what led to their breakup, she 
said she ultimately made the decision 
for both of them to take separate paths. 

“I’m deciding for both of us to move 
forward separately to save whatev-
er we can of ourselves and how we 

see each other,” she expressed. “I 
think sometimes, loving someone also 
means knowing when to let go, before 
you lose the good things you saw in 
each other.” 

Bela also had nothing but kind words 
for Martin as she closed this chapter of 
their relationship. 

“Martin is one of the most fun, 
smartest, and definitely most charming 
people I’ve ever met. I will always be 
grateful for what we shared, and I gen-
uinely wish him nothing but the best. ” 

She then thanked those who had 
supported their relationship from afar 
while respecting their privacy whenev-
er they were spotted together. 

“PS: I know I never really posted or 
shared anything, but if I could immor-
talize one night here on my account, it 
would be this lovely, ordinary one,” she 
ended.  

Bela and Martin first surprised ne-
tizens in early September when they 
confirmed that they were in a relation-
ship. At the time, they said that they 
had met through a mutual friend and 
shared some of the things they appre-
ciated about each other. 

Martin also revealed then that they 
had already been together for eight 
months. (MNS)

Mikee Quintos shares what she used 
to think of cheaters

MANILA, Sept 21 (Mabuhay) -- 
Since joining showbiz over a decade 
ago, actress Mikee Quintos admitted 
she has yet to get the chance to do a 
film project. 

This year, she finally gets to fulfill 
that career goal after being cast in the 
romantic comedy film Saving Cherry, 
which features an ensemble cast with 
Barbie Forteza, Mika Salamanca, AC 
Bonifacio, and Sassa Girl as her close 
circle of friends who end up in unex-
pected situations after one of them 
gets cheated on by their new husband. 

“I’m so excited for you guys to watch 
the movie. This is my very first, thank 
you. I play Beth here, who is part ng 
one of five na barkada,” Mikee said.

As the most senior member of their 
barkada in the film, Mikee revealed how 
she was able to bond and build chem-
istry with her co-stars, all of whom she 
was working with for the very first time. 

“Unang araw pa lang, i-na-ate ako 
ng mga ito, diyos ko po. Nakaka-tita 
talaga! (laughs) In character, kasi ako 
ang unang kinasal sa buong barkada 
(dun sa movie). Kasi that night, nung 
nagplano kaming uminom nga at my 
place, eh siyempre we’re all working 
together and from my experience sa 
acting talaga, diretso kasi akong tao. 
Kailangan kong sabihin kong diretso 
kapag ilang ako, kapag kunwari we’re 
going to work together, I have to tell 
you because that’s how we become 
more sincere also. Kaya kong maging 
totoo,” she explained. 

Mikee also admitted how she used 
to be wary of Sassa Gurl back when 
the latter was making a name for her-
self as a content creator before cross-
ing over into showbiz. 

“Diniretso ko si Sassa Gurl na pa-
rang, ‘Alam mo dati parang naiinis 
ako sa ‘yo.’ And then at the moment 
parang agad agad nagpalakpakan si 
Barbie, si AC tumawa, and then I had 
to acknowledge lang na before, it’s not 
a secret naman na hate ako sa isang 
thesis, yung thesis ko. Itong si Sassa, 
ginawan ng content. Sinakyan niya. 
Sabi ko, ‘Sino ba itong Sassa Gurl na 
ito? Hindi kami close. Kung sakyan 
niya yung hate sa akin parang, close 

ba tayo ‘te?’” she added.
With Saving Cherry promising more 

memorable moments than expected 
from a barkada film, Mikee shared why 
doing one physically challenging scene 
was unforgettable for her. 

When asked to reveal the craziest 
thing she ever did for love, Mikee ad-
mitted it was a time in her life when she 
did not prioritize herself. 

“I think it would be setting myself 
aside. That’s so crazy, like who would 
do that, you know?” she said.

Now that she is older and more 
mature, the Saving Cherry actress 
explained how her views on infidelity 
have changed from being understand-
ing to intolerant. 

“For full transparency, I used to be-
lieve na wala naman talaga kasing per-
fect. So I used to believe na puwede, 
okay lang yun, and the important thing 
is the why, yung sagot sa kung bakit 
nagawa. But now, no, giving a chance 
to a cheater, yung chance hindi para 
dun sa cheater eh, yung compromise, 
mas nasa ‘yo. No more, that’s the an-
swer,” she explained. 

Playing the role of the older sister 
Beth in Saving Cherry also gave Mikee 
new life lessons she admitted she can 
use in real life. 

Saving Cherry stars Barbie Forteza, 
Mika Salamanca, Mikee Quintos, AC 
Bonifacio, Sassa Gurl, JC Alcantara, 
and Khalil Ramos. Directed by Ivan 
Andrew Payawal under Regal Films, 
the movie is now showing in cinemas 
nationwide. (MNS)
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Sis Olive Manalo Karagdag
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Filipino American Heritage Foundation Announced 

2026 Golden Pearl Awards
Honoring Leaders Who ELEVATE, EMPOWER, AND STRENGTHEN THE FILIPINO AMERICAN COMMUNITY\

by:  Gloria T. Caoile
The Filipino American Heritage Foundation (FAHF) 

proudly announces the 2026 GOLDEN PEARL 
AWARDEES, three distinguished leaders whose 
long-standing service, advocacy, and professional 
excellence have uplifted the Filipino American com-
munity across Nevada and beyond.

The Golden Pearl Awards Gala will be held on Sat-
urday, October 10, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. in the Nevada 
Ballroom of the Gold Coast Hotel & Casino, where 
this year’s honorees will be formally recognized for 
their outstanding contributions.

2026 FAHF GOLDEN PEARL AWARDS HONOR-
EES 

- SONNY VINUYA - Southern Nevada Outreach Di-
rector, Office of Governor Joe Lombardo  Recognized 
for his years of public service, community engage-
ment, and bridge-building across diverse sectors in 
Southern Nevada

ALEX PENA - President, U.S. Filipino Veterans 
group; President, Santa Maria Ilocos Sur Global As-
sociation Honored for his unwavering advocacy for 
Filipino veterans, cultural preservation, and global 
community leadership 

JAQUELINE DE JOYA - Immediate Past President, 
NaFFAA Nevada; President, Filipino American Pro-
fessional Association  Celebrated for her leadership 
in professional development, civic engagement, and 
empowering emerging Filipino American leaders

MIGUEL FIDOLIG PHD - Assistant Professor, Uni-
versity of Nevada, Las Vegas School of Public Health, 
Biostatistician and Quantitative Researcher

FAHF proudly introduces a new GPA category - the 
COUPLES GOLDEN PEARL AWARD -honoring a 
pair whose shared leadership has strengthened the 
Filipino American community for more than two de-
cades -  HON. CON. BELLA AURORA ‘AMIE’  BEL-
MONTE and LEO BELMONTE. Hon Con Amie’s dip-
lomatic service has created a dynamic impact on the 
community.  Together with her husband, Leo, they are 
both deeply hands-on in the Consular Office.  They 
have both served in numerous lead roles in several 
Fil Am organizations and continue to do so.  They 
represent the very definition of a power couple - two 
leaders whose partnership amplifies their influence 
and whose dedication reflects the heart of the Golden 
Pearl:  service, heritage, and community uplift. 

“The Golden Pearl Awards honor individuals whose 
work embodies Filipino American values - empow-
erment, unity, cultural pride, heritage, and service to 
community.  This year’s honorees reflect decades of 
dedication to uplifting families, strengthening orga-
nizations, and advancing the visibility and heritage 
of Filipino Americans in Nevada.” exclaimed Dr. Ro-
mualdo Aragon, Jr., Founder and President, Filipino 
American Heritage Foundation.

FILIPINO AMERICAN HERITAGE FOUNDA-
TION NEVADA (FAHF) ESTABLISHED IN 2008, IS 
A NON-PROFIT (501)(C) 3 ORGANIZATION DED-
ICATED TO PROMOTING AWARENESS, UNDER-
STANDING, AND APPRECIATION OF FILIPINO 
CULTURE AND HERITAGE.  Based in Las vegas, 
FAHF-NV serves as a vibrant hub for the Filipino 
American Community, offering a variety of cultural, 
educational, and social programs.  FAHF places a 
strong emphasis on engaging the younger genera-
tion through leadership programs, scholarships, and 
cultural actitivites, ensuring that the FIlipino heritage 
continues to be passed down and celebrated.
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Written by:Virgilio “Bing” P. Longakit Jr., MBA, JD, CPM,CPA
President of FACAI Foundation

Celebrating the 2027 Miss Fil-Am Nevada USA Queens
By Virgilio “Bing” P. Longakit, Jr., CPA, CPM, MBA, JD – FACAI Foundation President

It was an evening of elegance, Filipino pride, and celebration as Fil-Am Civic 
Action International, Inc. (FACAI), together with the FACAI Foundation, present-
ed the Miss Fil-Am Nevada USA 2027 Coronation Night on September 26 at 
Sam’s Town Live in Las Vegas.

The event brought together candidates, families, community leaders, spon-
sors, volunteers, and supporters to celebrate Filipino-American women across 
generations. Five divisions provided women at different stages of life an oppor-
tunity to showcase their confidence, poise, talent, cultural pride, and commit-
ment to community.

At the conclusion of the evening, five remarkable women were crowned as the 
2027 Fil-Am Nevada USA Queens: Maria Pacturan, Teens; Anne Valin, Miss; 
Richel Ann Farrales, Mrs.; Mary Blaire Abarquez, Mrs. Elegance; and Agnes 
Dockery, Senior.

The coronation was about more than crowns and gowns. The pageant re-
flects FACAI’s continuing commitment to promoting Filipino culture, empower-
ing women, developing leadership, and bringing generations of our community 
together.

Behind the glamour was an extraordinary team effort. Months of preparation 
were made possible by the dedication of the pageant committee, FACAI officers 
and members, volunteers, judges, sponsors, candidates, families, and many 
community supporters who generously contributed their time and talents.

As our newly crowned queens begin their reign, their titles represent both an 
honor and an opportunity to serve. We look forward to seeing them use their 
voices, talents, and visibility to support FACAI’s programs and make a positive 
difference in the community.

Coronation Night may be over, but for our five queens, a new journey has just 
begun—one of leadership, culture, community, and service.

Congratulations to our 2027 Fil-Am Nevada USA Queens!
That is FACAI in Action.
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Candy Pangilinan offers encourage-

ment to mom raising child with autism
MANILA, Oct 1 (Mabuhay) -- Can-

dy Pangilinan offered words of encour-
agement to a fellow mom who opened 
up about the exhaustion and challeng-
es of raising a child on the autism spec-
trum. 

The actress is mother to 22-year-old 
Quentin, who has been diagnosed with 
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 
(ADHD) and autism.  

On Threads, she took to the com-
ments section of a post to share her 
understanding with a fellow mom. 

In the post, the netizen expressed 
how much she loves her child. Howev-
er, she has been feeling physically and 
emotionally drained from the challeng-
es of raising a child with autism. 

“Mahal na mahal ko anak ko pero 
napapagod na ko bilang nanay niya. 
Sobrang hirap. Hindi ko alam kailan 
maging okay at madali pero ubos na 
ubos na ko.. hinding hindi nila ako mai-
intindihan [hanggat] wala sila anak na 
may Autism!!!!!” the netizen posted. 

Candy, who has openly shared her 
own experiences as a mother, ac-
knowledged the exhaustion while also 
reminding her that their children are 
also facing their own difficulties. 

“Mommy super get you. Pagod din 
ako. Pero pagod din po sila for being 
like that. Its super hard also to be them. 
More for them,” Candy wrote. 

She then encouraged the fellow 
mom to give herself time to rest and re-
minded her that she, too, has moments 
when she feels overwhelmed. 

“I super understand you. Rest for a 
while. Take a deep breath. Marami din 
akong araw na Lord tulong pls!” she 
added. 

The actress has previously been 
candid about experiencing similar 

moments of exhaustion while raising 
Quentin. 

In April 2025, Candy became honest 
about feeling physically and emotional-
ly drained from dealing with her son’s 
tantrums. 

In one of her vlogs, she featured an 
emotional moment between her and 
Quentin during a car ride after he had 
an outburst. The mother and son were 
both in tears as Candy admitted how 
tired she had become. 

Candy said it was the first time 
she had been completely honest with 
Quentin about feeling “drained and 
tired.” 

“After this, Quentin is very behaved. 
He quite understood the conversation. 
He doesn’t want to see mom crying,” 
stated the actress. 

Despite the challenges, Candy con-
tinues to encourage Quentin to explore 
his interests and learn how to navigate 
life with her support. 

She has supported his love for danc-
ing, arranged voice lessons for him, 
encouraged his involvement in church, 
and even gave him the opportunity to 
work at a restaurant. (MNS)

Sarah Geronimo 
‘enjoying her happy life’ 

MANILA, Oct 2  (Mabuhay) -- Pop-
star Royalty Sarah Geronimo will re-
turn to work in 2027 but is “enjoying her 
happy life” for now, according to Viva 
patriarch Vic del Rosario.

“Next year, magtatrabaho na. ‘Yun 
lang ang masasabi ko,” Del Rosario 
said when asked about Geronimo af-
ter receiving a Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the Film Development 
Council of the Philippines.

“Ayokong manggaling sa akin, pa-
rang alam na naman ng tao na hindi 
siya magtrabaho. Hanggang dun lang,” 
he added. “Sa ngayon, hindi pa siya 
pwede magtrabaho. She’s enjoying her 
happy life.”

In July, Geronimo had reunited with 
her parents during her 38th birthday 
celebration, even singing a duet with 
her father Delfin.

Asked about Geronimo’s renewed 
relationship with her parents, del Ro-
sario said: “Sila naman parating ayos. 
Never naman sila nag-away.”

“I think maling ano ‘yun, ‘yung hindi 
sila bati,” he added. “Siguro lang, mas 
napu-publicize ngayon, pero dati na sil-
ang nag-uusap.”

“’Yung kay Matteo, I think, by next 
year ayos na,” he also said. “’Di ba, la-
hat naayos?”

Del Rosario also thanked the FDCP 
for his award, and revealed that he still 
aims to produce at least 20 films ev-

ery year despite struggling box office 
sales.

“Siyempre may mahina, may block-
buster. Ganun talaga ang film produc-
tion,” he said. “Ang importante is to 
have more winners than losers.

“Pero kailangan mong gumawa 
nang tuloy-tuloy. We are committed to 
the film industry,” he stressed.

Viva is also now venturing heavily 
into theater, highlighted by their musi-
cal effort “Bongga Ka Day.” Del Rosario 
said there will be more in the pipeline, 
including a production of “Si Aida, Si 
Lorna at si Fe” and a musical adapta-
tion of “The Working Girls.” (MNS)
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OKITCHEN
On niyog, nata, lambanog, and the Filipino genius for squeezing something 
until it becomes useful.

Use your coconut!

Olive L Enriquez

Meaning: Use your head. Mag-isip ka. As a former teacher, I have probably thought this many 
times while looking at a student without actually saying it. Teachers develop restraint. We call it 
professionalism.

These days, as a food entrepreneur, food stylist and incurable culinary enthusiast, I find myself looking 
at an actual coconut and thinking: This thing has more career options than most college graduates.

Easy Ginataang Kuhol

Serves: 4
Preparation: 15 minutes
Cooking: 25 minutes

Ingredients

500 g cleaned and parboiled 
kuhol, in shells
1 tablespoon cooking oil
4 cloves garlic, minced
1 small onion, sliced
1 thumb-sized piece ginger, 
cut into thin strips
2 cups coconut milk
1 tablespoon bagoong ala-
mang or fish sauce
2 siling haba
1 red chili, sliced, optional
2 cups kangkong leaves or 
malunggay leaves
Salt and black pepper, to 
taste

Method

If the shell tips are still 
intact, carefully clip the 
pointed ends. This allows 
the sauce to enter the 
shells—and makes the kuhol 
easier to sipsip later.

Heat the oil in a wide pan. 
Sauté the garlic, onion, and 
ginger for about two min-
utes, until fragrant.

Add the cleaned kuhol and 
bagoong. Stir and cook for 
two minutes.

Pour in the coconut milk. 
Add the siling haba and 
optional red chili. Bring to 
a gentle simmer—never 
a furious boil, unless you 
want the gata to separate out 
of sheer panic.

Cover and simmer over low 
heat for 15 minutes, stirring 
occasionally.

Add the kangkong or 
malunggay. Cook uncovered 
for another three to five 
minutes, until the leaves 
are tender and the sauce has 
slightly thickened.
Taste and adjust with salt, 
pepper, or a little more fish 
sauce. Serve immediately 
with hot rice.

Important: Use kuhol 
obtained from a clean, re-
liable source. Freshwater 
snails must be thoroughly 
cleaned, purged, and fully 
cooked—never eaten raw 
or undercooked.

Serve hot, lean closer, and 
sipsip responsibly.

Easy Escargots à la 
Bourguignonne

Serves: 4
Preparation: 15 minutes
Cooking: 10 minutes

Ingredients

1 can cooked snails, about 24 
pieces, drained and rinsed
½ cup unsalted butter, 
softened
3 cloves garlic, finely minced
1 small shallot, finely minced
3 tablespoons fresh flat-leaf 
parsley, chopped
1 tablespoon dry white wine
½ teaspoon salt
¼ teaspoon black pepper
24 clean escargot shells, 

Optional
Sliced baguette, for serv-
ing

Method
Preheat the oven to 400°F or 
200°C.

Combine the softened but-
ter, garlic, shallot, parsley, 
white wine, salt, and pepper. 
Mix until evenly blended.
If using escargot shells, 
place a small amount of 
garlic butter inside each 
shell. Insert one snail, then 
seal the opening generously 
with more butter.

Arrange the filled shells, 
openings facing upward, in 
an escargot dish. No special 
dish? Use mini muffin cups 
or small oven-safe ramekins. 

Très practical.

Bake for 8–10 minutes, until 
the butter is melted, bub-
bling, and fragrant.

Serve immediately with 
warm baguette for soaking 
up the garlic-herb butter. 
Leaving that butter behind 
would be a minor French 
tragedy.

Easy shell-free method: 
Divide the snails among 
four small ramekins, 
spoon the garlic-parsley 
butter over them, and 
bake as directed.

The difference between suso 
and kuhol. NONE.

Susô is the general Filipino 
term for a snail, whether 
found on land or in water. 
Kuhol usually refers to 
edible freshwater snails 
gathered from rice fields, 
ponds, and marshes—hence 
ginataang kuhol.

coconut•buko•niyog• gatå•coconut•buko•niyog• gatå•coconut•buko•niyog• gatå•coconut•buko•niyog• gatå•coconut•buko•niyog• gatå•coconut•buko•niyog• gatåcoconut•buko•niyog• gatå•coconut•buko•niyog

As a former teacher, I confess I have 
probably thought this while staring 
at a student without actually saying 
it. Teachers call that restraint. We 
also call it keeping our jobs.

Today, as a food entrepreneur, 
food stylist and incurable culinary 
enthusiast, I look at an actual 
coconut and think: "this thing 
has more career options than 
most college graduates."

We call it the Tree of Life, and 
unlike many grand titles handed 
to questionable recipients, the 
coconut has receipts. It becomes 
food, drink, milk, oil, vinegar, sugar, 
rope, charcoal, lumber—and finally 
lambanog, presumably for when 
thinking has become altogether too 
exhausting.

That is not a fruit. 
That is a business plan.

"Cocos nucifera" flourishes 
throughout our tropical 
archipelago, especially in Southern 
Luzon, the Visayas and Mindanao. 
For generations it has fed families 
and supported livelihoods. Take 
coconut out of Filipino cooking and 
it would be like removing gossip 
from a reunion. The gathering 
could continue, technically, but 
why bother?

We first meet it as "buko"—young, 
tender, sweet and full of juice. Buko 
is the coconut before life happens 
to it.

Then it grows up and becomes 
"niyog". The flesh hardens. The 
shell toughens. Responsibilities 
begin.

Grate mature coconut, squeeze it, 
and you get **gata**. The luxurious 
first extraction is kakang gata. 
Notice the operative word: 
"squeeze."

No wonder Filipinos understand 
coconuts.

Life squeezes us through bills, 
deadlines, family obligations 
and relatives saying, “Libre mo 
naman kami.” Somehow, 
we are expected to produce 

something rich.

Niyog becomes copra, 
coconut oil and "virgin 
coconut oil". Our lolas were 
already putting coconut oil 
on hair and skin before the 
wellness industry discovered 
it, poured it into an amber 

bottle, added a minimalist 
label and sold it back to us 
for $28.

As a food entrepreneur, I respect the 
hustle.

As a designer,  I repeat: "Packaging 
matters."

Even coconut water gets another 
career. Ferment it and you get "nata 
de coco", those chewy translucent 
cubes happily bobbing around our 
fruit salads.

Then there is the sap. Turn it 
into vinegar or sugar. Ferment 
it into "tuba". Distill it into 

"lambanog", that famously 
potent clear spirit of Southern 
Luzon. It looks like water.

This is entrapment.

And still the coconut refuses 
retirement. Husks become coir. 
Shells become charcoal and 
handicrafts. Leaves are woven; 
trunks become lumber.

Nothing wasted.

In my kitchen, coconut becomes 
something even better: dinner. 
I crust fish lightly with grated 
coconut and serve it with calamansi-
coconut sauce; tuck tender buko 
and shrimp into dumplings; or turn 
kakang gata into panna cotta 
crowned with mango, nata de 
coco and toasted coconut.

After years of teaching, 
styling food, cooking it and 
now selling it, perhaps the 
coconut has finally taught 
"me" something.

We spend too much of life 
worrying about remaining 
what we once were.

The coconut does not.
Young, it refreshes. Mature, 
it nourishes. Pressed, it 
gives milk. Fermented, it 
transforms. Cracked open, 
every piece discovers another 
purpose.

Perhaps resilience isn't 
remaining whole.

Perhaps wisdom is 
discovering what else you can 
become after life cracks you 
open.

So use your coconut. Use your 
head. Use what you have. 
Reinvent yourself. Waste as 
little of your talent—and your 
life—as possible.

And if all that profound 
reflection becomes 
exhausting?

There is always lambanog.-OLE
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 HOLLYWOOD STUNTMAN-ACTOR JAMES LEW DIED
Written by Francisco Velasaquez Jr.

Hollywood Actor and Television Per-
sonality MARK DECASCOS, Grandmas-
ter-Professor and Hollywood Actress 
KAREN SHEPERD, PHILIPPINE NEWS 
OF SOUTHERN NEVADA COLUMNIST 
& RAMA NEWS REPORTER ECRF VICE 
COMMANDER FRANK B. PARAS JR.  
Actor BRUCE WEN.

I have attended James Lew funeral. 
Hospitality and lodging are the best 
I have attended in my whole entire 
life. Food is very delicious and I have 
brought lots of food home that I can 
imagine. Outstanding and unforgetta-
ble funeral. Lots of Hollywood Actors 
and stuntmen have attended. Grand-
master-Hollywood Actor Mark Decas-
cos, Grandmaster-Hollywood Actress 
Karen Sheperd, Grandmaster-Hol-
lywood Actor Eric Lee, Grandmas-
ter-Hollywood Actor T. J. Storm and 
Grandmaster-Champion Benny “Jet” 
Urquidez and many more. 

James Jene Fae Lew of Chinese de-
scent, Lew was born James Jene Fae 
Lew in Escalon, California, (Septem-
ber 6, 1952 – August 23, 2026) was 
an American martial artist, stuntman 
and actor. He was raised in South Los 
Angeles. Lew began studying martial 
arts at the age of 14, when he began 
taking classes in Tang Soo Do and 
Choy Li Fut. He was practiced in Bak 
Mei Pai and Five Animals kung fu,[4] 
Tae Kwon Do, Jeet Kune Do, Hapki-
do, boxing and submission grappling. 
In the 1970s, he co-founded Sil Lung 
Kung Fu demo team with Al Leong 
and Douglas Lim Wong, and won 
several championships in martial arts 
forms. He made 80 on-screen film 
and television appearances and 46 
more as a stunt coordinator or stunt 
double. Lew won a Primetime Emmy 
Award for Outstanding Stunt Coor-
dination for his work on the series 
Luke Cage, 1976 The Killing of a Chi-
nese Bookie as Asian Guard, 1976 
Enforcer from Death Row as Karate 
Fighter, 1977 Big Time as Karate In-
structor, 1979 Young Dragon as Shao 
Lung, 1983 Going Berserk as Kung 
Fu Fighter, 1984 Kill Point as Night-
hawk’s Gunman #1, 1985 Ninja Turf 
as Chan, 1986 Big Trouble in Little 
China as Chang Sing #1, 1987 Steele 
Justice as Mob Thug #5, 1988 Action 
Jackson as Martial Arts Instructor, 
1989 Ninja Academy as Ninja Train-
er, 1989 Savage Beach as Agent 
#1, 1989 Best of the Best as Sae Jin 
Kwon, 1990 Aftershock as Mr. James, 

1990 China Cry as Kickboxer Instruc-
tor, 1990 Guns as Ninja #1, 1991 The 
Perfect Weapon as Crewcut, 1991 
Night of the Warrior as Hector Sa-
batei, 1991 Do or Die as Lew, 1991 
Showdown in Little Tokyo as Yoshi-
da’s Man, 1991 Double Impact as 
Unknown, 1992 Rapid Fire as Tau’s 
Man At Laundry, 1992 Ulterior Mo-
tives as Yakuza #5, 1992 Dark Ven-
geance as ‘Mantis’, 1992 A Mission 
to Kill as Viet Cong, 1992 Mission of 
Justice as Akiro, 1993 American Nin-
ja V as ‘Viper’, 1993 Hot Shots! Part 
Deux as Kick Boxer Opponent, 1993 
Undercover Blues as Novacek’s Man, 
1993 Showdown as Hit Man, 1994 
On Deadly Ground as Mercenary at 
Aegis 1, 1994 Ring of Steel as Asian 
Fighter, 1994 The Shadow as Mongol, 
1994 Red Sun Rising as Jaho, 1994 
Timecop as Knife #1, 1994 Deadly 
Target as Guard #2, 1994 Cage II as 
Chin, 1995 Ballistic as Woo, 1995 
Midnight Man as Prince Samarki, 
1995 Under Siege 2: Dark Territory 
as Mercenary,  1995 Excessive Force 
II: Force on Force as Lee, 1995 The 
Immortals as Asian Man, 1996 Night 
Hunter as Tom Cutter, 1996 Balance 
of Power (1996) as Shinji Takamura, 
1996 Escape from L.A. as Saigon 
Shadows Gang Member, 1996 For 
Life or Death as Kaan Woo, 1996 
Robo Warriors as Darius, 1996 Fox 
Hunt as ‘Kung Fu’ Lew, 1997 Buffy 
the Vampire Slayer as Vampire, 1997 
The Girl Gets Moe as Brez, 1997 Red 
Corner as Unknown, 1997 High Volt-
age as Harry, 1998 The Replacement 
Killers as Bodyguard, 1998 Boogie 
Boy as Jason, 1998 Safe House as 
Asian, 1998 Lethal Weapon 4 as 
Freighter’s Captain, 1998 Rush Hour 
as Juntao’s Man In Los Angeles, 
1999 Clubland as Lipton T’s Sidekick, 
2000 Deep Core as Lou Chang, 2000 
Traffic as DEA Agent At CALTRANS, 
2001 Rush Hour 2 as Triad Gangster,  
2002 The Amanda Show as Nikko, 
2002 Outside the Law as Cho Sung, 
2002 The Real Deal as Black Belt, 
2003 Paris as Mr. Fue, 2003 Sin as 
Leo Thamaree, 2004 The Perfect 

Party as Daddy, 2006 18 Fingers 
of Death! as Buford Lee, 2006 The 
Hitman Chronicles as Draga, 2007 
Pirates of the Caribbean: At World’s 
End as Asian Pirate, 2007 Rush Hour 
3 as Triad Assassin, 2008 Superhero 
Movie as Shaolin Monk, 2008 Tropic 
Thunder as Flaming,  Dragon Mem-
ber at Compound, 2009 Star Trek as 
Romulan, 2009 The Carbon Copy as 
Thug, 2009 Angel of Death as Tom-
my, 2009 Ballistica as Chinese Guard 
#1, 2009 Nephilim as Unknown, 2010 
Chuck as Anad Chenerad, 2010 Tak-
en by Force as Choy, 2010 Inception 

South Korean American Martial Art-
ist, actor, director, screenwriter and 
film producer PHILLIP RHEE, KLC of 
Orange County Area Minister, Filipino 
American U. S. Marines Association 
Chaplain, United Mexican American 
Veterans Association Chaplain Native 
American Veterans Association Chap-
lain Frank B. Paras Jr. & Hollywood 
Stuntman-Actor BENNY “Jet” URQUI-
DEZ.

Actor-Producer-Writer-Studio Work-
er-Animal Advocate-Minister of the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ Ron Kari, Hollywood 
Actress-Grandmaster-Professor KAREN 
SHEPERD, Singapore Actor and Holly-
wood Stuntman Philip Tan and Inducted 
to FIGHTERS OF WALL OF FAME-Direc-
tor-Actor Seargeant/Captain Frank B. Pa-
ras Jr.

Professional Boxer Fernando Vargas 
Jr., TRACMA Undefeated 200 Amateur 
Fighter Frank Paras Jr. and Candidate 
for Anaheim Mayor Alfredo Rodriguez;

as Unknown, 2012 The Girl from the 
Naked Eye as Eddie, 2012 Safe as 
Underground Casino Guard, 2012 
Sleeping Dogs as Sifu Kwok (voice), 
2012 Battleship as Unknown, 2013 
G.I. Joe: Retaliation as Chinese 
Leader, 2014 Bad Country as Doctor, 
2014 Tengu, The Immortal Blade as 
Asura, 2015 Frankenstein as Hotel 
Manager, 2016 Beyond the Game 
as Unknown, 2016 Breakout as Cap-
tain Rusch, 2017 Star Raiders: The 
Adventures of Saber Raine as Sin-
jin, 2018 Cucuy: The Boogeyman as 
Beat Cop and 2019 American Bistro 
as Angry Man #1.
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Ashley Ortega says beauty queen role 

in ‘Red Crown’ is dream come true
MANILA, Sept 21 (Mabuhay) -- Ash-

ley Ortega said her role in the upcom-
ing pageant film, “Red Crown,” fulfilled 
a dream for her.

The Sparkle star said one of the 
roles she has never done before is a 
beauty queen.

“My mother dreamed of me joining 
pageants,” Ashley said in Filipino. “At 
least, it finally came true.”

Ashley said she had experience 
joining a beauty pageant before, but 
only once.

“It was my first and my last,” she 
said. “I was very young at that time, 
around 15, but I won the crown.”

When she began her showbiz ca-
reer, Ashley said she enjoyed being an 
actress more.

“Red Crown” is a satirical come-
dy that brings together some of the 
country’s well-known beauty queens 
and actresses, including Michelle Dee, 
Sanya Lopez, and Shuvee Etrata.

It is directed by Dominic Zapata and 
will premiere in cinemas in October.

Ashley last appeared in the GMA Af-
ternoon Prime series “Apoy sa Dugo.” 
(MNS)

Anne Curtis responds to ‘retokada’ 
comment: ‘My daughter and I 

are both beautiful’
MANILA, Sept 24 (Mabuhay) -- 

Kapamilya actress and host Anne Cur-
tis responded to a claim by a netizen 
about going under the knife. 

On her X (formerly Twitter) account, 
the celebrity mom asserted that she 
isn’t “retokada” and even gave the ne-
tizen a virtual hug despite the nega-
tive comment made about her and her 
daughter, Dahlia. 

“Retokada yarn? Exhibit A - anak,” 
the netizen said. 

In the netizen’s post, he shared a 
screenshot of Anne who graced a red 
carpet event. The netizen made several 
other comments under the Kapamilya 
actress’a post about how she looked in 
that event to which she responded with 
grace.

“Can proudly say I’m not retokada 
at all and for me, for me lang naman, 
my daughter and I are both beautiful,” 
Anne fired back.

While she is known to not answer 
rude comments directed towards her, 
the It’s Showtime host took the time to 
draft a response to the netizen. 

“I usually don’t give people like you 
the time of the day but wala lang. I don’t 
know who hurt you or why you’re so 
angry with me but nonetheless sending 
you some kindness maybe you some 
in your life. Big virtual hug I mean that, 
sincerely,” she said.

While Anne doesn’t always respond 
to negative comments thrown at her on 
social media, she previously expressed 
how she always takes accountability 
for the mistakes she has made.

“I honestly think that’s why I’ve last-
ed this long in the industry. 28 years!!!  
I’ve never had a squeaky clean image. 
I’ve had my fair share of mistakes. 
Owned up to them publicly and learned 
from them. Stayed true to my core. 
Thanks for standing by me everyone,” 
she previously expressed.  (MNS)

Liza Soberano hopes to inspire 
Filipinos to dream bigger

MANILA, Sept 25 (Mabuhay) 
--   Actress Liza Soberano took a 
gamble when she left her career at 
its peak in the Philippines to pursue 
Hollywood. 

Now, she sees her role in Dream-
Works Animation’s upcoming “Forgot-
ten Island” as proof that the risk was 
worth taking.

Soberano, who stars alongside 
H.E.R. in the animated film, said she 
hopes the project will also show fellow 
Filipinos that pursuing an uncertain 
dream can be worth the sacrifice.

“I definitely feel that when I got that 
call, and they were like, you’re casted 
in this movie, because I thought this 
would be the perfect chance to kind of 
kind of show Filipinos that it’s worth it 
to invest in your dreams. Because I feel 
like when I started pursuing my career 
in America, I think there was a lot of 
questions around why I would leave my 
career at its peak to pursue something 
that was uncertain. And for me, I knew 
the risk that I was taking at the time, but 
for me, you to have to weigh the pros 
and the cons of everything you do and 
for me, I value learning and growing as 
a human being and as a professional. 
And so that’s kind of what I wanted to 
prove, I guess, to the Filipino people,” 
Soberano said in the latest vlog of Kar-
en Davila.

Soberano said she also hopes to 
inspire Filipinos to dream bigger, point-
ing to the “dreamer mentality” she 
has come to appreciate in the United 
States.

“Oone thing that I learned about 
being in America is, and that I really 
appreciate about American culture, is 
there’s this strong, like, dreamer men-
tality. I feel like, in America. No limits. 
And, like, when people talk about their 
dreams and they share it with other 
people, other people encourage them 

to go after it. No matter how absurd it 
sounds,” she said.

She added: “Here in the Philippines, 
I feel like when people have dreams, 
sometimes they’re held back. ... and 
I was trying to decipher, what is that? 
Like, why is it that we don’t have a lot 
of self belief? I want to encourage peo-
ple to to keep dreaming big, because 
even if it doesn’t seem like it’s possi-
ble, because of where you’re at right 
now, as long as you keep, like, putting 
it out there, just saying what it is that 
you want, what you what you want to 
achieve. I feel like the universe and 
God has a way of, like, bringing it to 
you.

Soberano was one of the biggest 
stars in local show business when she 
decided to venture into the unknown 
and in 2022 she moved to the US to 
pursue her dream in Hollywood.

Soberano returned to Philippines to 
promote “Forgotten Island,” which was 
released in Philippine theaters on Sep-
tember 23. (MNS)
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ASIAN LANTERN FESTIVAL SET TO LIGHT 
UP LAS VEGAS ON OCTOBER 24

New name, new location and even bigger celebra-
tion of AANHPI culture, food and community

LAS VEGAS, NV (September 24, 
2026) — The countdown is offi  cially on! 
The Asian Lantern Festival is just one 
month away, bringing an unforgettable 
evening of culture, food, entertainment 
and community to Las Vegas on Satur-
day, October 24, 2026.

Formerly known as the ACDC Night 
Market, the newly reimagined Asian 
Lantern Festival will take place at its 
new home, Desert Breeze Event Cen-
ter, 8455 Kids Zone Parkway, Las Ve-
gas, NV 89147, from 5 to 11 p.m.

Presented by the Asian Communi-
ty Development Council (ACDC), the 
Asian Lantern Festival invites Southern 
Nevada to mark the calendar and ex-
perience the rich and diverse cultures 
of the Asian American, Native Hawaiian 
and Pacifi c Islander (AANHPI) commu-
nity—all in one vibrant evening.

From glowing lanterns and authentic 
fl avors to live performances, local ven-
dors and family-friendly activities, the 
festival will showcase the traditions, 
talents and entrepreneurial spirit that 
make the AANHPI community an im-
portant part of Southern Nevada.

“We are offi  cially one month away, 
and the excitement is building,” said 
Vida Lin, Founder and President of the 
Asian Community Development Coun-
cil. “The Asian Lantern Festival is about 
bringing people together. Whether you 
come for the food, the entertainment, 
the cultural experiences or simply to 
spend time with family and friends, 
we want everyone to feel welcome 
and connected. We can’t wait to open 
the doors at our new home at Desert 
Breeze and celebrate with the commu-
nity.”

Featured Food & Beverage Vendors 
Include: ● Pipeline Malasadas ● Killah 
Kine Shrimp ● Buldogis Unleashed 
● Kinzuu Izakaya ● Kuzikero Pinoy 
BBQ

● Stick with Chicken ● Ichiza ● Vanil-
la Creamery ● Onigiri ● Urban Matcha 
● ShareTea ● Brewtea Bar ● Cosmic 
Fluff  ● Coconery

*Additional vendors, performers and 
festival experiences will be announced 
in the weeks leading up to the event*

SUPPORTING LOCAL ENTRE-
PRENEURS AND THE COMMUNITY

The Asian Lantern Festival is more 
than a celebration—it is also an oppor-
tunity to support local entrepreneurs 
and give back to the Southern Nevada 
community.

Participating vendors will keep 100% 
of their sales, allowing small business-
es to benefi t directly from the festival 
while introducing their products, ser-
vices and cuisine to thousands of po-
tential customers. All net proceeds 
from the festival will support ACDC’s 

programs and services, including com-
munity resources, health initiatives, 
education, workforce development and 
outreach programs serving families 
throughout Southern Nevada.

For the latest updates, visit www.
asianlanternfestivallv.com and follow 
the Asian Lantern Festival on social 
media.

ABOUT THE ASIAN COMMUNI-
TY DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

The Asian Community Develop-
ment Council (ACDC) is a nonprofi t, 
non-partisan organization dedicated 
to building, connecting, and educating 
the AANHPI community in Nevada. 
ACDC was offi  cially chartered in 2015 
in Las Vegas and opened the Healthy 
Asians & Pacifi c Islanders (HAPI) Med-
ical Center in August 2022. Among the 
services ACDC off ers are voter edu-
cation, health insurance enrollment 
assistance, citizenship application as-
sistance, vaccination clinics, cultural-
ly sensitive food distribution, College 
Readiness Bootcamp, and the Asian 
Lantern Festival.

For more information about the Asian 
Community Development Council, visit 
www.acdcnv.org.
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TOTOT GETHER,TOGETHER,
WWEE VVOOVOVVOV TTEE FFOORR CCHHANGE.WE VOTE FOR CHANGE.

ON NOVEMBER 3, VOTE FOR:

VOTING IS EASY IN NEVADA!

Affordable healthcare
Reproductive freedom
Quality education
Support for small businesses

MAIL YOUR BALLOT

DROP OFF
YOUR BALLOT

VOTE EARLY
OCT 17 - 30

visit: oneapianevada.org
Scan here to learn more or

SAME-DAY
REGISTRATION

ON NOVEMBER 3, VOTE FOR:

visit: oneapianevada.org
Scan here to learn more or

SC JUNKS PETITION VS. JUNE 3 SESSION THAT INSTALLED 
GATCHALIAN ACTING SENATE PRESIDENT

MANILA, Oct 2 (Mabuhay) --  The Supreme Court has dismissed the petition 
questioning the constitutionality of the Senate session on June 3, 2026, when 
12 senators held a session, declared all seats vacant, and elected Sen. Sherwin 
Gatchalian the new Senate President Pro Tempore.

Gatchalian, in the same session, assumed the post of acting Senate President 
as he could not be elected Senate President with fewer than 13 votes.

The Senate at that time could not hold sessions after the previous majority de-
cided to skip the proceedings and kept the chamber without a quorum.

“The Court resolved to dismiss the petition for certiorari for failure to show suf-
fi ciently that the respondents committed grave abuse of discretion in holding a 
session on June 3, 2026, which, on the contrary, appears to be in accord with the 
facts and applicable law and jurisprudence,” read the SC resolution dated August 
26, 2026.

Gatchalian said his offi  ce received the notice about the resolution and said he 
respected the resolution.

“The Court found no basis to question the holding of that session, and noted 
that it appears consistent with the facts and the law. We respect the Court and its 
resolution,” Gatchalian said.

“The resolution is consistent with what we have maintained from the start. On 
June 3, the Senate convened in accordance with the Constitution and estab-
lished jurisprudence so that the chamber would not be left unable to function,” he 
added.

“The proceedings of that day were likewise conducted in keeping with the es-
tablished rules and precedents of the Senate. That responsibility belongs to every 
member, and the Senate will continue to carry it out as one institution,” Gatchalian 
said.

Quorum of 12
Then Senate President Alan Peter Cayetano and the previous majority had 

skipped two session days before June 3, and after the arrest of Sen. Jinggoy 
Estrada for plunder.

With the previous majority opting not to attend the sessions, the 24-member 
Senate could not function without a quorum of at least 13.

Sen. Francis Escudero, a member of the previous majority, made a surprise 
appearance at the plenary on June 3 and helped reach a quorum. He was the 
only member of the previous majority bloc to attend the session.

Citing the Supreme Court jurisprudence on Avelino vs. Cuenco, the new major-
ity bloc said they had a quorum with 12 members present.

“We’re very fortunate that one of the members of the majority before—Senator 
Chiz Escudero—do not conform and believe in what they are fi ghting for,” Erwin 
Tulfo told reporters at a media briefi ng.

Gatchalian was elected Senate President Pro Tempore after the Senate recon-
vened in the June 3 session.

Gatchalian presided over the session and called for the Senate secretary to call 
the roll. When the secretary refused, Gatchalian directed the deputy secretary for 
legislation to do the same.

He then declared a quorum with 12 senators present.
With no objections, the motion was approved.
Sotto made a motion to proceed with the election of the Senate President Pro 

Tempore, then nominated Gatchalian to the post.
Senator Juan Miguel “Migz” Zubiri seconded the motion.
“Duly seconded, the motion is approved. Thank you dear colleagues,” Gatchalian 

said.
Zubiri was then elected as chairman of the Senate Committee on Rules.
Once elected, Zubiri moved to proceed with Gatchalian’s oath-taking. He took 

his oath before Sotto.

Zubiri later declared that Gatchalian would serve as the acting Senate Presi-
dent.

“Let the record refl ect that the chair, as Senate President Pro Tempore, shall 
serve as acting President pursuant to Rule 5... presiding offi  cer of the Senate 
pursuant to Rule 5, Section 14(c) and 5 of the Rules of the Senate,” he said.

Aside from the new committee chairmanships, the Senate also elected Ray 
Bantug Jr. as the Senate secretary and retired Police Major General Alfredo Sotto 
Corpus as the Sergeant-At-Arms.

‘Sine die adjournment’
Without physically appearing before the Senate session, Cayetano on June 3 

declared the sine die adjournment of the upper chamber through a memorandum 
that was circulated to senators present at the plenary hall.

Former Senate Secretary Jose Luis Montales distributed the document dated 
June 3 to senators who were present at the plenary hall during the last session 
day of Congress.

Except for Escudero, no other member of the Cayetano-led bloc attended the 
plenary session, marking the third consecutive day the lawmakers skipped the 
proceedings.

That night, Cayetano warned of what he described as a brewing constitutional 
crisis, as he appealed for calm and urged that the Senate not be “padlocked” 
amid tensions over leadership and committee control.

“Do not padlock the Senate. Do not use the excuse that there is a rally; there is 
always a rally at the Senate anyway,” he said.

“Do not tempt the Filipino people to come out in thousands, [hundreds of] thou-
sands, and millions,” he added.

In 2020, it was Cayetano who ordered the padlocking of the House of Repre-
sentatives amid a leadership term-sharing dispute with Marinduque Rep. Lord 
Allan Velasco.

The embattled Senate President issued the remarks after another controversy 
erupted on Tuesday as 12 senators wrested control of the chamber, replacing key 
committee chairmanships. (MNS)

RECTO: DIZON, LOPEZ APPOINTMENTS EX-
TENDED, CA CONFIRMATION TO FOLLOW
MANILA, Oct 1 (Mabuhay) --  Presi-

dent Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has extend-
ed the appointments of Department of 
Public Works and Highways Secretary 
Vince Dizon and Department of Trans-
portation Secretary Giovanni Lopez, 
Executive Secretary Ralph Recto said 
on Wednesday.

“We’ve extended the appointments 
of Secretary Dizon and Secretary Ba-
noy. At the appropriate time, the Presi-
dent will submit for confi rmation (of the 
Commission on Appointments),” Recto 
told the media following the Senate 
budget hearing on the Offi  ce of the 
President.

Recto clarifi ed that despite the ex-
tension, the appointments will still un-
dergo confi rmation by the Commission 
on Appointments (CA) at the appropri-
ate time.

“Decision ng Pangulo yan… Da-

rating din tayo diyan, but for now the 
President extended the appointments,” 
he explained.

Recto added his own appointment 
as Executive Secretary will also be 
submitted to the CA for confi rmation.

“Yes, sigurado dadaan tayo diyan, 
pretty soon. My understanding is that 
at least I have a year so I was appoint-
ed Secretary or Executive Secretary on 
November 18th I think that’s a non-is-
sue at this point in time.”

The issue over the appointments 
surfaced after Senator Imee Marcos 
questioned Dizon’s appointment during 
the DPWH budget briefi ng in the Sen-
ate.

Marcos earlier cited the 1987 Ad-
ministrative Code, which provides a 
one-year limit for a temporary designa-
tion.(MNS)
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by: JOEL ENRIQUEZ, President

An update on business news, developments and events 
from The Filipino American Chamber of Commerce of 

Greater Nevada (FACCGN).

Join us and be part of the chamber that loves small  businesses. 
Log in to our website   https://www.faccgn.org/

Or email us at   info@faccgn.org

chamber
matters

creative
chamber

“ I am a Filipino chef with 
international training.
I want to know who my real 
customers are.

FFor decades, the Las or decades, the Las 
Vegas customer was easy Vegas customer was easy 
to picture.to picture.

He or she was the tourist He or she was the tourist 
arriving from California, the arriving from California, the 
convention attendee, the convention attendee, the 
casino visitor, the couple casino visitor, the couple 
celebrating a special celebrating a special 
occasion, or the local occasion, or the local 
family looking for a place family looking for a place 
to eat on the weekend.to eat on the weekend.

But Las Vegas is But Las Vegas is 
changing—and so is the changing—and so is the 
customer.customer.

That question has become That question has become 
increasingly important as increasingly important as 
businesses navigate a more businesses navigate a more 
challenging economic challenging economic 
environment. Restaurants, environment. Restaurants, 

THE NEW LAS VEGAS CUSTOMER THE NEW LAS VEGAS CUSTOMER is multi cultural, digitally is multi cultural, digitally 
connected, value conscious and increasingly willing to explore connected, value conscious and increasingly willing to explore 
businesses outside traditional categories.businesses outside traditional categories.

in particular, are feeling in particular, are feeling 
the pressure. A number of the pressure. A number of 
familiar Las Vegas dining familiar Las Vegas dining 
establishments have closed establishments have closed 
in 2026, from neighborhood in 2026, from neighborhood 
restaurants to well-known restaurants to well-known 
names on the Strip. names on the Strip. Eater Eater 
VegasVegas has documented  has documented 
a continuing stream of a continuing stream of 
restaurant and bar closures restaurant and bar closures 
throughout the year.throughout the year.

Yet there is an interesting Yet there is an interesting 
contradiction here.contradiction here.

Las Vegas remains a huge Las Vegas remains a huge 
consumer market. In 2025, consumer market. In 2025, 
the destination welcomed the destination welcomed 
approximately 38.5 million approximately 38.5 million 
visitors, generated $50.8 visitors, generated $50.8 
billion in direct visitor billion in direct visitor 
spending and produced spending and produced 
an estimated $80.9 billion an estimated $80.9 billion 
in total tourism economic in total tourism economic 
impact.impact.

So if people are still coming So if people are still coming 
to Las Vegas and billions of to Las Vegas and billions of 
dollars are still circulating dollars are still circulating 
through the local economy, through the local economy, 
why are some businesses why are some businesses 
struggling?struggling?

Perhaps one answer is that Perhaps one answer is that 
the customer is changing the customer is changing 
faster than some businesses faster than some businesses 
are changing with them.are changing with them.

Consider the people who Consider the people who 
live here.live here.

According to the U.S. According to the U.S. 
Census Bureau, 21.9% of Census Bureau, 21.9% of 
Clark County residents Clark County residents 
are foreign-born, while are foreign-born, while 
Asians make up 12.5% of Asians make up 12.5% of 
the county’s population. the county’s population. 
Hispanics or Latinos account Hispanics or Latinos account 
for 33.4%. The Census for 33.4%. The Census 
Bureau’s 2024 American Bureau’s 2024 American 
Community Survey Community Survey 
estimates approximately estimates approximately 
181,500 foreign-born 181,500 foreign-born 
residents of Clark County residents of Clark County 
were born in Asia.were born in Asia.

These aren’t simply These aren’t simply 
demographic statistics. demographic statistics. 
They represent consumers.They represent consumers.

They shop. They dine out. They shop. They dine out. 
They travel. They send They travel. They send 
their children to schools. their children to schools. 

They buy homes and cars. They buy homes and cars. 
They start businesses. They They start businesses. They 
attend concerts, festivals attend concerts, festivals 
and sporting events. and sporting events. 
They celebrate birthdays, They celebrate birthdays, 
weddings, graduations and weddings, graduations and 
cultural holidays.cultural holidays.

And they have preferences.And they have preferences.

For businesses, this raises For businesses, this raises 
a fundamental question: a fundamental question: 
Are we still marketing to Are we still marketing to 
the Las Vegas customer of the Las Vegas customer of 
yesterday—or are we paying yesterday—or are we paying 
attention to the customer of attention to the customer of 
today?today?

The Asian consumer The Asian consumer 
deserves particular deserves particular 
attention, not because attention, not because 
Asians represent one Asians represent one 
homogeneous market—homogeneous market—
they certainly do not—they certainly do not—
but because the Asian but because the Asian 
population itself is diverse population itself is diverse 
and increasingly established and increasingly established 
in Southern Nevada.in Southern Nevada.

A Filipino family, a Korean A Filipino family, a Korean 
professional, a Chinese-professional, a Chinese-
American household, a American household, a 
Vietnamese entrepreneur Vietnamese entrepreneur 
and a Japanese tourist may and a Japanese tourist may 
have completely different have completely different 
tastes and spending habits. tastes and spending habits. 
But collectively, Asian But collectively, Asian 
consumers represent an consumers represent an 
increasingly significant part increasingly significant part 
of the region’s economic 
landscape.

For restaurants, this can For restaurants, this can 
be especially important.be especially important.

Food is one of the Food is one of the 
most immediate ways most immediate ways 
demographics become demographics become 
visible. Las Vegas has long visible. Las Vegas has long 
celebrated international celebrated international 
cuisine, but today’s cuisine, but today’s 
opportunity goes beyond opportunity goes beyond 
simply putting another simply putting another 
ethnic restaurant on the ethnic restaurant on the 
menu.menu.

It is about understanding It is about understanding 
who is sitting at the table.who is sitting at the table.

Does the restaurant Does the restaurant 
understand the family that understand the family that 
prefers to dine in larger prefers to dine in larger 
groups? Does it recognize groups? Does it recognize 
customers who value sharing customers who value sharing 

dishes? Does it offer options dishes? Does it offer options 
that accommodate different that accommodate different 
cultural preferences? cultural preferences? 
Does its advertising Does its advertising 
reach consumers in the reach consumers in the 
communities where they communities where they 
actually live and work? actually live and work? 
Does its social-media Does its social-media 
presence speak to younger, presence speak to younger, 
multicultural customers?multicultural customers?

And perhaps most And perhaps most 
importantly, does the importantly, does the 
business understand that business understand that 
an Asian customer is not an Asian customer is not 
necessarily looking only for necessarily looking only for 
Asian food?Asian food?

A Filipino consumer may A Filipino consumer may 
enjoy a steakhouse. A enjoy a steakhouse. A 
Korean customer may love Korean customer may love 
Mexican food. An Indian-Mexican food. An Indian-
American family may American family may 
become regulars at an Italian become regulars at an Italian 
restaurant. Cultural identity restaurant. Cultural identity 
influences consumption, influences consumption, 
but it does not dictate it.but it does not dictate it.

This distinction matters.This distinction matters.

The challenge facing today’s The challenge facing today’s 
restaurant owner isn’t simply restaurant owner isn’t simply 
getting people through the getting people through the 
door. It is understanding door. It is understanding 
what those people what those people 
value—and delivering an value—and delivering an 
experience that gives them experience that gives them 
a reason to return.a reason to return.

The changing customer also The changing customer also 

means that businesses need means that businesses need 
to look beyond tourists.to look beyond tourists.

Tourism remains the engine Tourism remains the engine 
of the Las Vegas economy, of the Las Vegas economy, 
but the local population but the local population 
provides an entirely provides an entirely 
different kind of economic different kind of economic 
stability. Visitors may come stability. Visitors may come 
for three days. Residents for three days. Residents 
can become customers for can become customers for 
years.years.

That is a powerful That is a powerful 
distinction.distinction.

A restaurant that depends A restaurant that depends 
exclusively on occasional exclusively on occasional 
visitors must continually find visitors must continually find 
new customers. A restaurant new customers. A restaurant 
that develops a loyal local that develops a loyal local 
customer base can build customer base can build 

something much more something much more 
valuable: relationships.valuable: relationships.

And those relationships And those relationships 
increasingly cross cultural increasingly cross cultural 
lines.lines.

Perhaps the future of Las Perhaps the future of Las 
Vegas business is not Vegas business is not 
about finding one “typical” about finding one “typical” 
customer. There may no customer. There may no 
longer be such a customer.longer be such a customer.

The new Las Vegas The new Las Vegas 
customer is multicultural, customer is multicultural, 
digitally connected, digitally connected, 
value-conscious and value-conscious and 
increasingly willing to increasingly willing to 
explore businesses outside explore businesses outside 
traditional categories. traditional categories. 
Some are immigrants. Some Some are immigrants. Some 
are second-generation are second-generation 
Americans. Some are Americans. Some are 
longtime residents. Others longtime residents. Others 
are recent arrivals.are recent arrivals.

They are all part of the They are all part of the 
same marketplace.same marketplace.

For struggling businesses, For struggling businesses, 
recognizing that reality recognizing that reality 
won’t solve every problem. won’t solve every problem. 
Food costs, labor, rent, Food costs, labor, rent, 
insurance, competition insurance, competition 
and changing consumer and changing consumer 
spending habits remain spending habits remain 
very real challenges. very real challenges. 
Restaurant closures are Restaurant closures are 
not necessarily evidence not necessarily evidence 
that businesses failed to that businesses failed to 

understand demographics; understand demographics; 
every closure has its own every closure has its own 
circumstances.circumstances.

But demographics can But demographics can 
reveal where opportunity reveal where opportunity 
is emerging.is emerging.

The question for Las Vegas The question for Las Vegas 
businesses, therefore, may businesses, therefore, may 
not simply be “Where are not simply be “Where are 
the customers?”the customers?”

They are here.They are here.
The more important The more important 
question is:question is:

Do we know who they Do we know who they 
are?are?
-JRE-JRE
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL 
BUSINESS CHAMBER.BUSINESS CHAMBER.

FOOD BRINGS 
PEOPLE TOGETHER.

Prepping for a Filipino themed buffet.Prepping for a Filipino themed buffet.

““ I am a Filipino chef with  I am a Filipino chef with 
international training.international training.
I want to know who my real I want to know who my real 
customers are.customers are.

of the region’s economic 
landscape.landscape.
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